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Car Park Clean Up – 5
th

 May 2016 

18 Volunteers      36 Hours      150+ bags refuse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observations during the clean up 

No evidence of tipping, domestic or commercial 

No evidence of substance abuse 

No evidence of food waste, domestic or commercial 

No obvious evidence of vermin 

No evidence of animal waste, domestic or wildlife 

 

Type of rubbish collected and bagged 

Commercial packaging, cardboard boxes, polythene wrapping 

Branded waste paper, wrappings, boxes and litter 

Fast food wrappers, polystyrene trays, plastic drinks bottles, drinks cans 

Trapped leaf litter 



Prepared by Di Fisher Publicity on behalf of Kings Park Volunteers Gardeners and Retford Civic Society 

       Page  2  of  5      

 

 

Layman’s assessment of how the accumulation came about: 

 

1)  Geographical Location 

The car park and buildings effectively direct the wind straight across the car park, and the 

perimeter brick walls allow winds to ‘eddy’ into the corners, depositing waste brought in 

from outside the car park location. 

2)  Vegetation 

Due to lack of yard-keeping / ground maintenance, briars have been allowed to take root.  

The very nature of this plant creates prickly loops, perfect for trapping wind-borne litter 

3)  Purpose and usage  

In addition to the car park being utilised 110% for staff parking, the northern most end of 

the car park, in the area immediately outside the rear doors to the shops, is also utilised for 

the location of commercial waste bins / skips.   There is no fencing containment or shelter 

for the skips, they are left out in the open exposed to the elements.  The car park is also the 

delivery access point for some of the shops.  Judging by the amount of fast food and drink 

packaging litter, it might also be used by staff members as a place to have their breaks and 

possibly their lunch. 

4) Cause 

As there is no evidence of deliberate tipping, it could be reasonable to conclude that the 

accumulated litter is a result of over-filled bins where rubbish has not been properly 

contained and has been blown around by the wind, and perhaps lazy members of staff and 

public who couldn’t be bothered to pick up litter that might have fallen out of bins etc. and 

just left it at the mercy of the wind, which has then picked it up and trapped in the briars, 

resulting in the extensive accumulation that has now been dealt with. 

 

Simple low-cost recommendations to maintain cleanliness of the Car Park 

 

1)  Ensure vegetation / weeds are removed or chemically treated to prevent growth and the 

entrapment of wind-borne litter 

2) Ensure rubbish deposited in skips remains in the skip, and any rubbish that might get picked 

up by the wind and blown around, gets put back 

3) Ensure all staff are motivated to deposit food and drink wrappers and containers in skips or 

waste bins inside the premises 

4) As of 10
th

 May, there are no hazards presented by accumulated waste, therefore it would be 

reasonable to expect anyone who uses the car park to tidy up after themselves, and perhaps 

take the initiative to pick up the occasional bit of litter that might not be contained in a bin 

and put it somewhere it can be safely disposed of, as a way of ensuring the potentially 

hazardous accumulation doesn’t happen again. 

 

Note:  One of the surface drains needs a replacement cover.  The volunteers found the drain was 

missing, and the void had been filled in with bricks and rubbish, presumably in an attempt to 

minimise the risk of staff tripping and falling.  The drain has been emptied of rubbish and a proper 

drain cover needs to be installed as soon as possible to prevent possible injury 
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Observations 5 days after the Clean Up - Tuesday 10th May 2016 
 

Five days after the Clean Up operation, it was noticed that one of the bins appeared to be over-full. 

Taking a closer look at the contents and over-spill, the following points were observed: 

 

• The cardboard box packaging had not been flattened, so the contents were filling up the 

available space in the bin very quickly and inefficiently. 

• The over-spill on the ground could easily have been contained within the bin, but it had 

been left on the ground. 

• What appeared to be 'staff lunch' waste (polystyrene tray plus plastic drinks bottle) was in 

the bin, which was exactly the same type of waste that made a significant proportion of the 

waste that had been cleared on Thursday 5th May. 

• Because the cardboard boxes had not been efficiently flattened and put in the bin in a more 

secure manner, it resulted in the lid being propped open.  This means the lighter-weight 

contents of the bin, i.e. polystyrene trays, can be caught up in the wind and blown out into 

the car park. 

 

Conclusion 
Thoughtful and practical storage of waste in the bins will go a long way to keeping the car park tidy 

and pleasant for all those people who use the area on a daily basis (estimated between 40 and 60 

people during Mon to Sat) 

 

Reference photos of bin with over-spill: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


