
A welcoming place / Healthy, safe and secure / Clean and well
maintained / Sustainability / Conservation and Heritage /
Community involvement / Management – these are the criteria for
receiving the prestigious Green Flag, the flag that has flown over
Kings’ Park continuously since 2008. Every year the judges are
impressed – and so is everyone who comes here!

A�recent�visitor�to�Kings’�Park�wrote:
‘This park truly is a "jewel in Retford's crown"!! A beautiful park
which sits adjacent to the town centre and caters for all ages.
For those who want relaxation there are formal gardens, the
wonderfully scented rose gardens or a quiet retreat can be found
in the seated area behind Goodwin Hall. The park is
immaculately maintained by the Council's Parks Team, with the
floral beds displaying a glorious burst of colour whatever the
season. There is a skatepark for the teens, tennis courts (free of
charge), kiosk/toilets, bowling green, children's play area and a
new open water play area (also free of charge). A large park and
all activities and areas well spread out so plenty of room for
visitors. Definitely one of my favourite places to visit!’

Another visitor brought
his two young children,
who ‘could have played
here all day. The
children’s play area is
extensive and suits up to
early teens with
challenging climbing
rigs. The park has
excellent facilities and
is vast enough to suit all
leisure types…lovely
river, plenty of wildlife,

decent walk tracks, peaceful scenic gardens, different
environments…we plan a full day in the Summer.’

Gifted to the people of Retford by the Huntsman family in 1937, the
park is situated in the former grounds of West Retford Hall, which
still remains to the north west of the site. To create the park, £2,000

was donated by the public. When opened in the summer of
1938 it was named in commemoration of the reigns of
King George V and the new King, George V1. In 1960 an
extension to the park was made possible by a gift of land to
the west of the River Idle by R.H.Williamson.

In various surveys, when asked what’s good about Retford,
people of all ages have said, “Kings’ Park”. The Retford
Civic Society have, over many years, supported the
development of the park through the previous Friends of
Kings’ Park Committee and by partnering the Council in
obtaining funding and overseeing projects.  We recognized
the hard work that goes into keeping this much-valued,
Green Flag award-winning public space beautiful and well
maintained by giving Bassetlaw District Council Parks
Department the 2016 Retford-in-Bloom Community
Award; they have been awarded our Certificate of
Appreciation in previous years. 

Kings’� Park� main� entrance: As part of
improving Retford’s Heritage Trail, in 2009 the Society

with BDC recognized the need to restore the park’s entrance
gates, railings and pillars. Original plans were found at
Bassetlaw Museum and after funding was obtained the
restoration was carried out by Retford Memorials. While
digging out the footings to rebuild the main pillars we came
across the old town rubbish dump on which the entrance had
been built! Copies of the original lanterns were made and two
additional pillar lanterns shown in the original drawings,
which previously due to cost were not made, were installed.
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It’s that time of year again!
It doesn’t seem very

long ago that I was
looking back over the

past year. This Newsletter
and the one published in

September celebrate our achievements in 2016. I’d like to use this space
to comment on these achievements and the position of Civic Societies in
the modern world.

Last October we were pleased to welcome a coach party of Grantham
Civic Society members to Retford. The Mayor, Councillor Gary
Clarkson, welcomed them to the town and the Town Hall. Malcolm
Dolby (Chairman of the Retford and District Historical and
Archaeological Society) gave a short presentation on Retford’s history
and heritage. The group then split into two and walking tours of Retford
took place, visiting the Majestic Theatre and St Swithun’s Church. The
visitors could not believe what a vibrant and active town and market we
have. It just happened that a beer festival was taking place in the Town
Hall, a local dance school was rehearsing in the Majestic Theatre, and
Retford Art Society were setting up their exhibition in the Church!

They also commented favourably on our market and that we have far
fewer empty shops than in Grantham. At the end of the day we provided
tea and cakes for our guests at the Bassetlaw Museum.

Later we received the following messages from Grantham CS:

‘I am writing to thank you and all your colleagues for a
fantastic day with you on Saturday. All our members were
impressed with what your Society had been doing working
with others to preserve and enhance your town, which we
recognise shares many similarities with Grantham. We came
back inspired to do more within our own town and encouraged
that persistence pays off!’ John Manterfield, Secretary

‘Can I join John to say how much we all enjoyed our visit to
Retford. Both your town and Civic Society are inspirational.
My wife was unable to come on Saturday but we are going to
visit together soon. I think our visit will be long remembered as
one of the most enjoyable we have had. You did so much
preparation for us; the leaflets you gave us were much appreciated
and the explanations much enjoyed.’ Courtney Finn, Chairman

This year it was also good to see the fulfilment of a long-term aim to
assist with the upgrade of the Lady Chapel at St Swithun’s Church, to
enable it to be used by the community as well as the Church. New
independent heating has been installed, the whole area carpeted and the
room enclosed with glass panels and doors, and disabled access
provided. Together with the attached kitchen, this is now a pleasant
place to hold a meeting or activity.

Pride of place has been the driving force of members of the Retford Civic
Society, past and present, to work to conserve, restore and develop our
town. We try to promote high quality in planning and architecture by
monitoring planning applications; this is a core activity of the Society and
one of the ways that the Civic Society can influence Retford’s future. We
continue to check planning applications week by week, commenting on
some of them. Over the years we have maintained regular dialogue with
Bassetlaw District Council, with periodic face-to-face meetings. These
are productive and help us understand each other’s viewpoints. That,
together with all the activities described in our Newsletters, show the huge
contribution we make to the quality of life in our town.

An interesting recent development is that Bassetlaw District Council has
launched a Blue Plaque Scheme to recognise important people who have
lived in Bassetlaw over the centuries. At present there are only two blue
plaques in the district. Retford Civic Society will be represented on the
Panel that determines applications in Retford. The criteria for
consideration will be given to famous people who:

• Are likely to be regarded as eminent by a majority of members of their
own profession or calling

• Have made some important positive contribution to human welfare or
happiness 

• Merit local recognition

If you wish to nominate a person, please go to the Bassetlaw District
Council web page and select Blue Plaque Scheme for full details, or
contact one of our Committee.   

We were represented at the national Civic Voice Convention held in
Chester in October 2016. The formation of Civic Voice in 2010 was a
major landmark event in recognising that societies need to have their
voice heard at a national level. Ensuring that government is made aware
of the importance of local participation in planning and related decision-
making is, of course, the core objective of the organisation. However,
building collective views on issues affecting communities across the
country, ensuring that they are heard, and stimulating the sharing of ideas,
programmes and enthusiasm between societies are also essential
components of the Civic Voice agenda. We are part of something greater
than our own organisation and acknowledge that by joining forces we
have an unprecedented capacity to influence the content of national and
local decisions. I know whenever I have attended Civic Voice
Conventions I have returned to Retford full of enthusiasm, knowledge and
ideas.

The year 2017 holds many challenges for us. We will be working hard to
rid our town of derelict buildings e.g. St Alban’s Church, Beardsall’s Row
and the Masons Arms – hopefully finding a purpose for them. We will
also be working to produce a new Retford Heritage Guide and training
town guides to help raise awareness and relate Retford’s history to local
people and visitors alike. This can only be achieved with your support.
Even if you are unable physically to support the Society, your continued
membership gives us the finance to continue our work, and the greater the
number of members the more authority we have when negotiating.

Once again I have thoroughly enjoyed my year (the ninth!) as your
Chairman and feel really proud of what we achieved in 2016. It has
been wonderful to see an increasing number of members who have

responded to the calls for help: manning stalls,
collecting litter and offering their skills and
knowledge, etc to help improve the quality of
life in our Retford. Thank you! Special thanks
go to our Committee, whose good humour,

enthusiasm and hard work have enabled
us to achieve so much over the years. 

I look forward to a successful 2017 –

onwards and upwards!   
Derek Turner

Chairman’s
Chat
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Awards for green fingers were presented, at a ceremony in the
ballroom at Retford Town Hall, by David Towers, President of
Retford Rotary Club, sponsors (Percy Laws Memorial Fund), and
Helen Richards, Deputy Mayor.  Gardeners of all ages and sizes,
from primary school children to older and far more experienced
people, gathered to receive their certificates and enjoy an excellent
buffet afterwards.    

Certificates were awarded in four main categories: Residential,
Shop and Business Fronts, Public Houses, and Schools, together
with special Community Awards.

The annual contest captured the imagination and gardening skills of
businesses, residents and school children. RCS Chairman, Derek
Turner, said: ‘Thanks are due to all gardeners in Retford – not just
the winners – for helping to make our town such a pleasant place in
which to live.’

The�winners�of�this�year’s�Retford-in-Bloom:

Best�Front�Garden:

East�Ward:

Large Garden – 1 St Helen’s Road & 12 Park Lane.

Small Garden – 39 Gomersall Close.

West�Ward:�

Large Garden – The Barn, Rectory Road. 

Small Garden – 9 West Park Place.

North�Ward:

Large Garden – 95 North Road. 

Small Garden – 4 Clifton Way.

South Ward:

Large Garden – 33 High Street, Ordsall. 

Small Garden – 17 Gleneagles Way, Ordsall.

Shield�for�the�Best�Public�House�Display:�

The Whitehouses

Best�Floral�Shop�and�Business�Front:

1st Place: Kings Coffee Shop and Furnishings 

Certificate of Appreciation: Grove Street Methodist Church

Best�Primary�School/Play�Group�Project�-�Onion
Growing

1st Place: Largest Onion – Ordsall Primary School & St
Joseph’s RC Primary School

1st Place: Total Weight of Onions Grown
– Ordsall Primary School

The Maggie Battersby Shield was presented to Thrumpton
Primary School for the second year running to acknowledge the
continuing development of the school garden and growing
projects throughout the school. The award was presented by John
and Dominic Battersby.

Community�Awards:

• Shirley Pickersgill for her work over many years creating floral
displays at Retford Bowls Club.

• Alf Needham for maintaining the flower borders in front of
Goodwin Hall for many years.

• Retford Civic Society Litter Pickers for their work keeping
Retford clean and tidy.

• Bassetlaw District Council – Horticulture – Parks and Open
Spaces for the high standard of maintenance of Kings’ Park and
the floral displays throughout the town.

Certificates of Appreciation 

Our partnership with Retford Business Forum and Continental
Landscapes to provide subsidised hanging baskets, flags and
Christmas trees to businesses throughout the town continues to
grow, thanks to sponsorship from Traffic Labour Supplies and
Kiersons Timber Restoration, as we work together to try and make
Retford an attractive and well-maintained destination. The
certificates  recorded our thanks.

If anyone would like to join the 2017 planning team for Retford in
Bloom, please contact me on (01777) 702929.

Derek Turner

Retford-in-Bloom 2016
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Our three annual Open
Meetings continue to be
very well attended and
informative. The larger
room at The Grove Church
Hall is always full: our
speakers obviously have
pulling power!

In preparation for our visit to
Sheffield, in March
Professor Peter Fawcett
gave an erudite talk on
the Cathedral’s history
and architecture, lavishly
illustrated by architectural
plans and photographs. The
medieval church had already
undergone various changes
over the centuries until
1914, when it became a
cathedral; and since then,
many more, so that it is an interesting “mish-mash” of styles,
which we were advised to look out for (and we did!)

The talk at the AGM in July had direct relevance to us: entitled
The Mayflower Pilgrims and Why They Matter to Retford and
District, this was a wonderfully detailed explanation by Rick
Brand, Chair of Bassetlaw Christian Heritage, ably assisted later
by Anna Scott. We heard about the important figures in the
Separatist Movement, a great many of whom came from our
area; the Mayflower Pilgrims are only part of the local Christian
heritage, but the focus is on them at the moment, with plans to
celebrate the 400th anniversary in 2020. 

The October meeting was different, in that Derek was away, and
the chair was taken (very ably) by Bob Lamb, his deputy. The talk
had the curious title Mud in Nottinghamshire. How could such a
subject be so enthralling? Jason Mordan was most professional

and at the same time intensely passionate about his subject, so that
we were inspired by his enthusiasm for Rammed Earth, Adobe
and Cob. I, for one, was sorry to be unable to accept his invitation
to help with a current project at a farm in Hawksworth.

The “business” part of the meetings keeps members up-to-date
with planning matters, projects and events. There is the
opportunity to ask questions and voice concerns, which the
Committee promise to try to address. Sometimes the advice is
that individuals should contact the relevant authorities – the
more voices, the better! The March meeting had an unexpected
item: the presentation of a certificate of appreciation to Joan
Jones for her phenomenal recruiting skills.

Minutes of these meetings are available on the website.

Tina Jones

OPEN MEETINGS

Things move slowly, but hopefully improvements come eventually
when we keep up the pressure.  The Council’s planners are
optimistic about progress with the derelict building on Beardsall’s
Row now it has a new owner, and we are told that an Italian
restaurant chain has been looking at the old TSB building. The
Nottingham Building Society has done a good job tidying up its
premises in Cannon Square and we have asked the Council to
pursue similar improvements to the nearby St John’s Ambulance
building. Home Bargains is taking over the old Focus DIY
premises, and we have urged the company to address the appalling
condition of the landscaping on its Moorgate frontage.

The Diocese of Southwell tell us that they have recently asked
Church Commission architects to come up with proposals for the
former St Alban’s Church. If a partial
restoration scheme can be devised which
looks viable, perhaps the site could be sold
to a developer. If their work shows that
restoration would be impractical or unviable
it would provide helpful evidence in any
application for delisting or demolition. The
Society will continue to press for something
to be done about this eyesore, and members
can help by writing individually to the
Diocese.

The ASDA filling station is now open and
looks quite good. So far it does not seem to

have produced the traffic congestion we feared. It has, however,
reduced the number of parking spaces in the town and we have
been looking into the possibility of offsetting this loss by providing
spaces elsewhere. There seems to be scope to provide at least 36
more kerbside parking spaces by extending parking bays around
the town and by removing the unused taxi rank at the south of
Carolgate.

Before Christmas Bassetlaw consulted on a new Draft Bassetlaw
Plan. The Society made comments which were generally
supportive. The Draft is similar in its strategy to previous Plans,
although it could lead to much more house building in the larger
villages. Our main concern is that it does not start to address the
question of what land should be allocated for building. Until this is

tackled the District will have little control
over where houses are built.

The number of advertising banners attached
to fences and other structures around the
town continues to grow. These are nearly all
illegal and we have asked the Council to
take action to remove them. We have even
offered to do the work ourselves if they
identify ones they want removed. In
September we were told that a draft policy
on the matter is being developed!

Bruce Barnett

PLANNING MATTERS



The buildings in the Market Square were the inspiration for these
watercolour and ink paintings by some of the Year 3 pupils at Carr
Hill School.

Local artist and RCS member, Andy Massey, with my assistance,
spent an afternoon with Miss Brownfoot’s class of seven- and
eight-year-old children, encouraging them to appreciate the
proportions and fine symmetry of these buildings. Andy was able
to show the original draft for his painting of Spencer’s Restaurant,
the finished version of which hangs in that building.

The children worked enthusiastically, drawing first, and then
mixing their own colours to produce each individual and personal
impression.

Thank you, Andy, and well done, Miss Brownfoot’s class!

This is the third time that we have worked with this teacher, who
came with her class on the 2015 Heritage Trail, and then later
involved our members in their WWII project.

Schools will be invited for tours of the Town Hall and Heritage
Trail on Monday 12, Tuesday 13 and Wednesday 14 June 2017. If

you feel you could help with this project in any way, please contact
me on 702929. Joan Turner

School Project: The Georgian-Style Buildings of Retford
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The Civic Society is represented at ongoing talks with Virgin
Trains and other rail providers, to help improve facilities at the
station and on the approach to and from the station. There are
key areas that we are keen to see improved: the pedestrian
subway from the station through to Ordsall; better directional
signage to and from the station; landscaping improvements
along Albert Road and the pedestrian route through to Town

Lock; accurate travel, accommodation and events information
and town map provided. 

The possibility of installing a mural, or equivalent, representing
Retford, on the blank white wall opposite the main platform is
also being discussed. We will keep members updated.

Pam Barnsdale

Retford Railway Station

The Civic Society has been able to support and help fund a
number of projects throughout 2016. These have included a
CCTV camera in both Kings’ Park’s Skate Park and to monitor
Goodwin Hall and gardens, where some vandalism has occurred
to the picnic tables and seats.

We continue to support Retford Business Forum and have put

funding towards the very successful Christmas and Pilgrim

Festival celebrations.

Pam Barnsdale

Projects

In October Bruce and I attended the Convention in Chester.
Civic Voice is the ‘umbrella’ organisation for Civic Societies
around the country, and Retford Civic Society supports it.
Over 50 Civic Societies were represented at the two-day event.
Although we are probably one of the smaller towns, we have
more members than some of the large places!

On the first day we had the opportunity to meet other delegates
before joining guided tours of interesting buildings and areas
of Chester. On the second day we had a choice of workshops,

designed to inform and inspire us with new ideas for our
Society’s activities and growth. At the AGM which followed,
Joan Humble (formerly an MP) was appointed as the new
Chair. It was clear that Civic Voice is promoting a National
Civic Day in June, described as ‘a mass celebration of civic
pride’, and encourages all Civic Societies to take part. RCS
has been doing just that for the past two years, and intends to
continue!

Pat Barnett

Civic Voice Convention and AGM 2016

Two litter-picks took place: in March, 50 bags of rubbish (plus some things
that wouldn’t fit into a bag!)
were collected; in May a
smaller number of volunteers
tackled the mess in the car-
park behind Carolgate shops,
and filled 150 bags! This
resulted in some shops
becoming involved in the
hanging basket scheme and
promising to maintain the
tidiness.

Litter-picking
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The�Jewel�in�the�Crown

A�garden� for�everyone:� In 2008, we were actively

involved in a partnership with BDC to develop a Community

Garden behind Goodwin Hall. Following a public survey,

designer Sarah Murch produced a design for the garden. In 2010

we  successfully achieved funding from Notts County Council’s

Building Better Communities Scheme, enabling work to start

that November. The Lions provided 200 tulip bulbs, which

schoolchildren planted in pots and would plant out the following

Spring. Volunteers planted more bulbs the following Autumn,

and snowdrops later. After two years of planning, fund-raising

and hard work, it was finally completed, and the garden was

officially opened by BDC Chairman David Challinor in June

2012. The garden quickly became established, and members of

the public and those using the Goodwin Hall have been able to

sit out at the tables and enjoy this colourful and peaceful corner

in the park.

Wildlife: In 2009, we brought in funding from Veolia which

bought 9 bat boxes, 4 blue-and coal-tit boxes, 4 house sparrow

boxes, 1 nuthatch box, 1 starling box, and an owl box –

protection from nest predators like the squirrels and magpies

which also frequent the park. The Wildlife Garden is home to an

impressive array of birds and wildlife all year round.

Kings’� Park� Volunteer� Squad was formed in

March 2014 and valuable projects and general maintenance

have been carried out: the planting of over 2,000 snowdrops by

the Bridgegate entrance, wildlife projects, community litter-

picks. They usually meet monthly and welcome new members.

The Community Award last year went to these volunteers, in

recognition of their valuable contribution in supporting the work

of the ground staff. A Certificate of Appreciation was also

awarded to Traffic Labour Supplies for the volunteer tabards

they supplied.

We are the Friends of Kings’ Park 
‘The Friends’ are a group of volunteer gardeners that are

really helping to make a difference in the park.  They meet

regularly and work to help out the council’s gardening team

by undertaking jobs like planting, weeding borders, looking

after the pond and helping to keep the rose garden looking its

best for the many appreciative visitors.

“We tend to blitz a particular area and when there are six of

us working, you can really see where we’ve been by the end

of a session.  It’s very satisfying,” said one of the volunteers.

The Friends were delighted to receive a Community Service

Award for the efforts from Retford Civic Society.

Gardening is a social business for the Friends.  They enjoy

the work and usually spend some time chatting over coffee

and cake when they have finished.

Currently they are working most Fridays from 10am to

11.30am.  Anyone who would like to join the group would be

most welcome.

If you would like more information,

please contact J Moorhouse on 01777 707191 or email to

ljhmoorhouse@gmail.com. 

The Friends of Kings’ Park are associated with Retford Civic

Society and Retford in Bloom.  They are supported by

Bassetlaw District Council and Retford firm, TLS.

Jan Williamson, Friend
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A big thank-you: Our sincere thanks to the many local charitable
organisations, funders and volunteers who have contributed and
supported the schemes and projects for Kings’ Park that we have
undertaken over the years: Rotary Club of Retford, Percy Laws
Trust, Retford Lions, District and County Councillors,
Ironmongers’ Hall, Veolia, Notts County Council Supporting Local
Communities, Bassetlaw District Council, Friends of Kings’ Park.

All are united in their appreciation of the park! In fact, being united,
being in partnership, is what has enabled us, the Civic Society, to
contribute in a variety of ways. We are all very proud of our “Jewel
in the Crown”.

Pam Barnsdale and Tina Jones

Performance�Area�2016: It was felt that
the old concrete performance pad should be replaced
by an all-weather, canopied performance stage that
could be used by and for the whole community for a
variety of events including concerts, drama and
workshops. The Civic Society, working again in
partnership with BDC officers, successfully brought
in funding from Supporting Local Communities
(Notts CC) towards the project and have been
consulting with the District Council and other
interested parties in developing the design, to
hopefully ensure it meets the needs of all potential
users. The final completion date now looks as if it
will be Easter 2017, when it is intended there will be
an opening concert to celebrate what we hope

will become a real community
asset. 

Trees:�Many splendid trees have been planted throughout the

park, and to commemorate the Society’s 25th Anniversary in

2015 we invited Betty Archer, wife of our founder Gerry

Archer, to plant a Davidia involucrata (handkerchief tree)

adjacent to the Goodwin Hall gardens. A commemorative

plaque has now been added.

The “Clean�for�the�Queen”�Community�Litter-pick last year

included some of our members, who collected 26 bags of

rubbish in the cold and rain. 

CCTV�Cameras�2016:�As part of improving public

safety within the park, which is a key requirement towards

obtaining the Green Flag Award, we have funded, from our

CCTV Trust, cameras for the Skate Park and to cover Goodwin

Hall and gardens. 



Ret fo rd  C iv i c
Society’s flagship
event, Heritage
Open Day, got
underway  and
w a s  a  g r e a t
success despite
the weather early
in the day. The
C o m m u n i t y
Choir and the
pupils from St
Joseph’s R C
Primary School
w e r e  l i t e r a l l y
‘singing in the
rain’ to greet the
stagecoach, laden
w i t h  d a m p
dignitaries as it

entered the Square pulled by four fine horses. The event marked
the recognition of our coaching heritage and the importance of
the White Hart as a coaching inn. Dick Turpin was around to
make sure the good and great left with empty pockets!

There was a wonderfully diverse programme on offer
throughout the town. The Civic Society had manned a stall in
Carolgate the weekend before, advertising the day. This year
social media also played an important part in ensuring everyone
was aware of the event. Two stalls were manned all day by Civic
Society members, promoting the day as well as the work we do
throughout the year.

The theme this year was ‘Rebels and Pilgrims’ and we were
pleased to welcome All Saints Church, Babworth as a new
participant. Illustrated talks by Rick Brand and Anna Scott took
place at the Church where there was an opportunity to hear
about the Reverend Richard Clifton, a leader of the Separatists.
Some became known as the Mayflower Pilgrims and sailed to
America in 1620 with men and women from Bassetlaw. Sue

Allan also gave a talk entitled
‘William Brewster – What Made Him
a Pilgrim?’ at the Denman Library.

The day’s events started with a quarter
peal by the bell ringers at St Swithun’s
Church. In the Town Hall the TaleGate
Theatre presented ‘Rotten Retford – A
Tale of How Bassetlaw Borough
Became’. It was a 40-minute ‘Horrible
Histories’-style production all about
the corruption of 1800’s politics that
lead to the creation of the Hundred of
Bassetlaw. It was a fun-filled family
production, really enjoyed by young
and old. Outside Bassetlaw Museum
there were old vehicles offering the
ever-popular trips around town,

together with the stagecoach, which made numerous tours for
delighted passengers.

Despite the early inclement weather, there were lots of people in
town and a great atmosphere prevailed. Well done to everyone
who helped and took part in any way to make our ninth Heritage
Open Day such a great success. Derek Turner

Heritage Open Day
‘Singing in the Rain’

Early on
27 April a

busload of hardy
souls set forth into South Yorkshire. During the trip we were, as
usual, hassled by Derek’s “henchmen” into buying tickets for his
famous raffle – few evaded, although I did hear of bribes being
offered for escape! About an hour later, we were dropped outside
Cutlers’ Hall in the middle of Sheffield, where we enjoyed a
welcoming drink of tea/coffee, with biscuits too! Split into two
groups, we were put under the guidance of the Beadle, Geoff
Dakin and his Deputy, John White, for a very interesting tour of
the building, its history and that of the Company of Cutlers.

Founded in 1624 by Act of Parliament, the Company of Cutlers
had jurisdiction over 'all persons using to make Knives, Blades,
Scissers, Sheeres, Sickles, Cutlery wares and all other wares and
manufacture made or wrought of yron and steele, dwelling or
inhabiting within the said Lordship and Liberty of Hallamshire,
or within six miles compasse of the same...'

It also set and maintained standards of education and training for
apprentices in Hallamshire, a medieval admin area roughly 6
miles around Sheffield. Sheffield has since then had an enviable
reputation for quality steel products. The Company has played
an integral part in the industries involved in making steel blade
implements, and indeed in the growth of Sheffield, including its
Assay Office; this resulted in the production of Sheffield plate,
a method of bonding thin sheet silver to copper to make
workable silver/copper sheets. The Assay Office was founded in
1673: some of the oldest silver on display dates from that year
and bears the hallmark to prove it. The silverware was
magnificent: the solid silver mace weighs 110 ozs (we were
assured it was well insured). Very ancient knives with
magnificent blades were beside more modern machine-cutting
edges, indicating progress and change. The current Hall, built on
the site of former halls in 1823, was expanded in 1888 to include
the magnificent banqueting hall. All too soon our tours ended
and we left Cutlers’ Hall after thanking our guides for a most
enjoyable and very informative tour. 

After lunch we went
to the Cathedral,
met by guides
including Prof Peter
Fawcett, who had
previously given us
an introductory talk
about the history
of the building
and how various
architects had trans-
formed it into this
relatively new
Cathedral Church

of St Peter and St Paul. Led by our guides, we could now see for
ourselves.

The eastern end and altar areas are the oldest, with original
stonework from the 13th century, whilst under the colourful
lantern tower there is an impressive “Crown of Thorns” at the
western end where the steel font is situated.  The chapel of Saint
George commemorates the York & Lancaster Regiment. The
Chapel of the Holy Spirit has a four-part vaulting system and we
could see a beautifully painted screen. Beneath the Chapel of St
George is a vaulted crypt, the Chapel of All Saints, with a “Te
Deum” window, designed by Christopher Webb, famous for
exquisite glass design. Also included in the one building are
offices for diocesan staff and the new Community Resources
Centre with the “Archer Project”, an organisation providing for
homeless and vulnerable people in the city, as well as training
and conference facilities. We were told that it is the only
cathedral with a dentist’s chair!

We returned in our excellent coach, enjoying the traditional
raffle, ably and humorously run by Derek and “henchmen”, and
agreed that both tours were well organised, interesting and
superbly guided. Well done to all who helped make this a very
enjoyable day. 

Martin Allan

Trip to Sheffield
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In September, a full coach of members gathered, eager to start the
day’s journey, which would, for many, include a place not visited

before and also, for
many, an opportunity to
reacquaint themselves
with a major historical
site in our county.

At Dukes Wood, it was
impossible not to notice
immediately the oil-
producing ‘hardware’
placed in this peaceful
wood land  se t t i ng ,
seeming at odds with

the surrounding environment. All would be revealed! In the small,
cosy hut, our guide, Kevin Topham, described the background to
the importance of this site during WW2. 

In 1942 Britain had only 2 million barrels below safety reserves, a
serious situation. The D’Arcy Oil Company informed the
government of the potential reserves of oil discovered during their
investigative drillings; authorisation was granted because work
needed to begin quickly for maximum effect. Oil drillers with the
necessary skills were recruited from America, mainly Oklahoma, to
man over 100 wells.  Because of the need to be close to the works
at all times, accommodation was found at nearby Kelham Hall, the
‘roughnecks’ guests of the Brothers of the Society for the Sacred
Mission. Oil was piped to Bilsthorpe to awaiting tankers. Dukes
Wood made a most significant contribution to Britain’s survival.

Kevin encouraged us to consider the means devised to keep the
mission top secret, not only from the enemy above but also from the
good people of Southwell, and hinted at the lively encounters
experienced between the locals and the ‘Yanks’.  How the two, very
different, communities, existed at Kelham encouraged much
speculation!

Commercial drilling continued post-war. Kevin had experienced
these times, and, having an enormous interest in the subject, has
collected a vast array of artefacts for visitors’ fascination. By the

early 1960s oil supplies in the area had diminished significantly and
the wells were closed down. Gradually the forest was reborn, with
nature trails to be discovered within an industrial archaeological
setting. This new life is supported by the Nottinghamshire Trust for
Nature Conservation.  Our visit finished with a walk here, a chance
to see the commemorative sculptures to the brave American
‘Roughnecks’. In the forest setting, a quiet contemplation of the
sacrifices of some of the men involved seemed most appropriate.

We arrived at Southwell Minster for soup and sandwiches in the
Great State Chamber of the Archbishop’s Palace. This beautiful,
recently renovated building was once used by Cardinal Wolsey and
by Charles I. Revived and ready for the afternoon, we moved to the
Education Centre for a short film on the history. Then, led by well-
informed guides, we set off on our tour of this magnificent Norman

building, which replaced
a Saxon one on the same
site; for nearly 1,000
years, Southwell Minster
has been a place of
worship and pilgrimage.
Awe-inspiring in its
vastness, there is
nevertheless a feeling of
intimacy created by its
small chapels and

rounded architecture. It is a place to experience both great wonder
and personal peace and reflection. 

Details of the development of the building, the importance of its
religious artefacts and furnishings were explained and a picture of
a constantly changing, beloved building emerged. We saw so many
wonderful things, such as the Chapter House, the Airmen’s Chapel,
the glass, and the Roman mosaic – I wish I had space to describe
them all.  

There was time to visit the coffee shop, with a little retail therapy in
the gift shop before setting off home. All agreed the day had been
most successful and each visit very different. Dukes Wood was a
new experience for most of the party and the Minster had revealed
even more of its secrets for others. Shirley Packer

Visit to Dukes Wood and Southwell Minster

T h e
July

trip was
to Newby Hall

and Gardens, near Ripon in Yorkshire. The awful weather forecast
turned out to be accurate: the rain did not cease for the whole of
the trip. It did dampen our visit (and
ourselves) somewhat, though we still
managed to enjoy the trip immensely.

Newby Hall was built in the 1690s,
and has been owned and occupied
continuously by generations of the
Compton family since 1748; its
present owners, Richard and Lucinda
Compton, still live in the house and
use most of the rooms, which gives them a cosy, lived-in feel
despite the grandiose architectural features.

On arrival we had coffee and homemade biscuits, beautifully
presented with fruit and flowers on the table. Then we visited the
Dolls’ House Collection, which was filled with the most
amazingly intricate interiors and miniaturised furnishings and
decorations. We could have spent most of the day here and still not
seen everything, but decided to press on to see Giles Brandreth's
rather disappointingly small collection of teddy bears. Suffice it to
say, this visit did not take nearly as long!

After a dash through the rain to the Hall itself, we had an excellent
guided tour of the rooms, most of which had been designed by
Robert Adam and filled with furniture by Chippendale. Of

particular interest was the Tapestry Room: the walls were entirely
covered with priceless Gobelins tapestries which had been made
to special order and woven to fit the walls exactly. They look as
bright and colourful today as they did in 1763, apart from one
unfortunate stain where a guest had let his bath overflow upstairs!
We were very impressed by the largest privately-owned collection

of Roman statuary in Britain. A
complete contrast was the small
room housing a large collection of
chamber-pots! On our way out we
descended the main staircase, with
the only piece of Chippendale we
were allowed to touch – the superb
mahogany handrail curving down
two flights without a visible join.

A very pleasant lunch in the restaurant was followed by a leisurely
stroll around the beautiful gardens, covering a huge expanse and
consisting of small, intimate, specialised areas rather than large,
formal layouts. There is an impressive selection of unusual plants,
including the National Collection of Cornus. Unfortunately, the
heavens opened with a vengeance and it was decided to curtail the
tour and leave for home an hour early.

Predictably, as the coach pulled away, out came the sun! The
journey home was, as usual, enlivened by the Famous Raffle,
hosted by Derek in his usual fine form with an eclectic array of
prizes handed out by his new “Glamorous Assistant”. This was a
fascinating and interesting visit, and many of us felt we would
return under our own steam in better weather, to see what we had
missed. Richard Brown

Trip to Newby Hall
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The dull, drizzly, November weather failed to dampen the spirits of
a group of over fifty members and friends, who set off for
Liverpool.

Our first stop was Salford Quays, Manchester's impressive
riverside development. Some of us decided to visit the Lowry
Gallery; how very interesting it was to see the breadth of Lowry's
paintings and drawings, not just the 'matchstick men and women'
that we all know so well. We also learned about his life, as we
listened to a short talk from a member of staff.  There were other
modern art displays – on the theme of movement – but not as
impressive.

After lunch we had time to stroll around the waterfront and over the
bridge to the Imperial War Museum (North), which many of the
group visited. One of the first
impressive things is the building
itself, which is extremely modern,
and has echoes of the Guggenheim
Museum in Bilbao.  Inside, the
Museum is spacious and well laid
out.   Hourly the lights are dimmed,
and digital images are projected
onto the 9 metre-high walls around
the main exhibition space.
Together with surround-sound,
people's experiences of war, with
titles such as 'The War at Home',
'Remembrance' and 'Children at
War', are brought to life.  

The Exhibition itself has an easy-to-follow timeline, and numerous
displays containing many personal objects from both World Wars,
and other conflicts up to today.  There are also artefacts covering
other aspects of war, including from those nations who fought both
with and against us.  Where pertinent, these exhibits are
interspersed with contemporary video clips. The three lifebuoys

from First World War
battleships, sunk whilst
ferrying hundreds of
casualties back to
Britain, with only a
handful of survivors, are
particularly poignant!

An AV8A, the American
version of our very own
Harrier jump jet, is the
focal point in the main
exhibition hall.  Other
flying-related exhibits

are the tail gun and turret of a WWII Wellington Bomber, and an
early Olympus engine from a Vulcan bomber, together with a
WE177 nuclear bomb training round, carried by a number of RAF

aircraft during the Cold War. The most evocative displays are an
enormous archway covered with old evacuee leather suitcases, a
former East German Trabant car, and a large piece of rusted twisted
girder from the 9/11 terrorism attack in New York.  Although they
are unrelated, they are all sober and stark reminders of specific
moments in our recent history.

Overall, the Imperial War Museum (North) is emotive and
fascinating, and recommended as a place worth visiting.

We then drove to Liverpool, and quickly settled into our rooms at
the Novotel. Joan had thoughtfully supplied a map and we enjoyed

wandering through streets bright with festive lights. Some set off to
the Cavern Club, where we knew there was live music. Even at
6pm, it was crowded, the atmosphere vibrant, and it was easy to
imagine Cilla taking coats in the cloakroom as the music of the
young Beatles throbbed throughout that arched, brick basement.
The band played sixties music; one guitarist reminded me of Paul
McCartney. We were transported to earlier years! Then back for a
pleasant meal with everyone.

We woke to heavy rain, so we were very happy to join our coach
for a tour.  Our guide, Marie, a local lady of eighty years with a
wealth of knowledge of the city and personal connections with the
young Beatles, gave us a detailed, amusing tour.  First we stopped
at the Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts, the former boys’
grammar school which Paul McCartney attended, and which he and
his wife Linda transformed into today’s highly successful LIPA. 

We also visited both of Liverpool's cathedrals: first, the huge,
impressive, pink-stoned Anglican Cathedral, with its 15 bells and
over 10,000 organ pipes, and the modern Catholic Cathedral with
its beautiful coloured glass windows. Then people “did their own
thing”, visiting the Walker Gallery or the Maritime Museum, for
instance.

Our enjoyment of the waterfront area was affected by the weather;
many sought shelter in the modern Liverpool Museum, three floors
devoted to every aspect of the city’s history and culture, from
dockworkers to writers and musicians, all imaginatively brought to
life through artefacts, voices, music and sounds. Some of us ate
there and were delighted to try “scouse”, the local lamb and beef
stew, served with beetroot.

The coach driver coped magnificently with the wind, rain and
traffic, and we enjoyed Derek’s raffle on the way home as usual.
Once again, many thanks to Joan for organising such an interesting
visit.

Val Waring and Adrian Sumner.

Christmas Visit to Salford Quays and Liverpool (20-21 November) 
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Vision 2020 at The Grove

(Methodist Church)
A couple of years ago, a ceiling boss fell down in the main

sanctuary area at The Grove (the modern name for Grove St.

Methodist Church). No-one was injured and not much damage

was done, but it prompted church members to look more closely

at their building, the main part of which is more than 130 years

old. What they discovered was difficult to digest: major repairs

are needed, including extensive work on the ceiling, drainage

and heating, with costs roughly estimated at £400,000.

Looked at purely as a place of worship, such expenditure might

be hard to justify. But The Grove is a great deal more than that.

It is, for a start, one of Retford's main heritage assets. Few

would call it beautiful, but it is an outstanding example of

Victorian Gothic church architecture. Methodism has always

featured strongly in the town's Christian heritage, situated, as it

is, comparatively close to the Wesleys' birthplace at Epworth.

But of even greater importance is the fact that The Grove is one

of Retford's major community centres. Many activities take

place which benefit Retfordians old and young, and many of

these are targeted at people in some kind of need, such as

providing a Christmas Day lunch for those who would

otherwise be on their own, or find it difficult to prepare

themselves. 

So, a Steering Group was formed, led by RCS member Chris

White, with a brief to plan the works and secure funding.  A

major part of this will be a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to

seek support (£250,000) – a complex business, but it is now

expected that the bid will be submitted early in 2017, hopefully

enabling the main works to start in late 2017 or early 2018, and

for the works as a whole to be completed by 2020; RCS

members shouldn't need any reminding of the importance of that

date!

The RCS committee is fully behind this development, including

providing financial support and advice on the submission to the

HLF, and a letter of support to be included with the bid. Let's all

hope that this is successful and that The Grove, re-created and

refurbished, can continue to serve Retfordians for many years to

come. 

Rob White

Grove Street Methodist

Church Star Festival
This was a new arrival on Retford's pre-Christmas scene, and

comprised “twinkling and imaginative displays” by church

members, local groups and charitable organisations. Though not

billed as such, it appeared as a kind of sister-event to the

Christmas Tree Festival. The main sanctuary area at The Grove

is currently out of bounds because of safety issues (see separate

article on Vision at The Grove 2020) but the side aisles are

accessible, and this is where the displays were mounted.

Several committee members felt RCS should support this event,

and produced a railway-themed display under the title Starlight

Express. Thanks are due to Bob Lamb, Pam Barnsdale, Tina

Jones, and Joan Turner for taking the initiative on this.

Hopefully the organisers will decide that the event was

sufficiently successful as to justify another one next year.

Though this inaugural event was on a comparatively small scale

it certainly has the potential to grow, as the Christmas Tree

Festival has done!

Rob White

St Swithun’s Christmas Tree Festival 
This year's Christmas Tree Festival was the thirteenth since the

inaugural one in 2004. It is the main annual fundraiser for St

Swithun's Church, which is the town's most significant building

and a centre for community activities of many kinds.

Additionally, there is always a "wow factor" about it, and it

draws visitors to Retford from miles around. The number of

trees has increased over the years, and this year was just shy of

100.

Thanks to members Anna and Chris Holliland, as ever, for the

tree outside, and for the RCS tree.  Other members were

prominent both in stewarding and in serving refreshments in the

newly refurbished Lady Chapel, itself re-created with RCS

support. The Festival is now well established as a major event in

Retford's annual calendar, and this year raised over £5,000. It

offers an excellent opportunity to get into the Christmas spirit.

Let's hope that, next year, we can establish another new record

and hit that magic 100 trees!

Rob White
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have been produced without the forbearance of Roger Jones and the technical expertise of the long-suffering Justin Pursell at Whartons, the printers.
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Bolham�Manor�Open�Garden

Following a successful
opening for snowdrops in
February 2016, a further
£463 from refreshments was
raised for the Civic Society
when the garden at Bolham
Manor was open in June. A
big thank-you to all those
who baked and volunteered
their help.

Bolham Manor, Retford, DN22 9JG will be open for you to
enjoy carpets of snowdrops and hot soup, under the National
Garden Scheme, on 12 Feb 2017, 11am until 3pm. Admission
£3.00, children free. Admission monies go to Macmillan and
Marie Curie.  Monies from refreshments will be donated once
again to RCS for projects in Retford.  There will also be plants
for sale.

Pam Barnsdale

Quiz�Night

A human shower of irrelevant facts fell upon the Clumber Inn
last April. I and many other members arrived to enjoy the annual
quiz, hoping to prove that we were up-to-date and able to
recognise photos of contemporary film stars, that our

knowledge of  ‘O’
level history remained
vital, and our ability to
pluck the name of a
cabinet minister out of
thin air was as keen as
last night’s 10 o’clock
news.  Of course (this
is surely a point of
importance for many),
the quiz night was yet
another opportunity to

persuade myself that my memory is intact, more or less! Thanks
be to the Civic Society for that.    

Tina and Roger Jones continue to provide us with an excellent
quiz night. Former teachers, they questioned and controlled as if
an OFSTED inspector was having a pint in the public bar: huge
thanks to them for an excellent evening.  The pie and chips kept
our brain energy on the up. The raffle was world class. You
really should not miss the 2017 quiz. 

That will take place on Thursday 30 March, 7.00 for 7.30pm,
same arrangements. Cost £7.50 each. Come as a team (not more
than 6) or not. Please let Tina Jones know (email:
grovevill@aol.com or tel. 869549) by 2 March. 

Simon Holdaway

Spring�Open�Meeting:� on Wednesday 22nd March
we will welcome George Buchanan to speak on " My Life at
Hodsock Priory". He is an interesting speaker and will give us
some insight into what it is like to live in and maintain a heritage
building. Joan Turner

Litter-pick: 10am 12th March. Meet at Bay Tree

Visits�2017
Wednesday 5th April – Selby Abbey and Lotherton Hall,
Yorkshire
Wednesday 19th July – Hull, City of Culture 2017
Thursday 16th & Friday 17th November – Durham Lumiere
Festival

Increase�in�Membership�Subscriptions�

The Society has been very successful in recent years bringing
grant aid to the town to pay for improvements, and it has also
been able to use some of its own funds on these projects.  Its
running costs are paid for through members’ annual
subscriptions.  These have not changed for several years, during
which time the costs of postage, stationery, printing, hire of
rooms for meetings, insurance and other essential elements of
spending have risen steadily.  In 2016 running costs took up
most of the income from subscriptions.  To ensure that the
Society remains solvent and that it continues to have some funds
available to undertake projects, the Committee has reluctantly
concluded that a small increase in members’ subscriptions is
needed.

From January 2017 the annual subscriptions for membership of
the Society will be:

Bruce Barnett (Treasurer)

Message�from�the�Editor

We would value your comments on the Newsletter. Does it
contain interesting/useful information? There is an opinion that
says that the Visits reports are not necessary: if you went, you
know what happened, and if you didn’t, you’re probably not
interested; on the other hand, this gives members a chance to
contribute. Could the Newsletter be a different size – A5 instead
of A4? We try to think of different topics for the main feature;
sometimes it’s obvious, as last year when we celebrated our
25th, but sometimes we have to think – do you have any ideas?
All suggestions welcome.

Coming Events

The website is updated regularly, showing details of the latest
events and the dates of upcoming outings and meetings. You can
also read all the previous Newsletters and the Minutes of all the
previous Open Meetings and AGMs. 

A new feature on the site is the ability to pay subscriptions

electronically, either by card or PayPal; this was trialled last
year but has now been improved. 

We also have a Facebook page –  Retford CivicSociety – so if
you are a user of social media have a look, give our page a 'like'
and share it with friends. Barrie King

Individual
member�£12

Junior�(under�18)
membership�£5

Joint�or�family�
membership�£20

Corporate
membership�£30


