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Celebrates in 2020

A catalogue of projects in Retford
to mark our 30th Anniversary

RETFORD
CIVIC SOCIETY
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His idea, “to promote the well-being of the town and its 
community”, is fundamental and has attracted almost 300 
members to the Society.

To celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Society in 2015, 
Tina Jones and Pat Barnett compiled a history of how we 
started and developed through the years.

This 30th Anniversary edition is a catalogue of our projects, 
and serves to illustrate the influence the Society has had on 
Retford. The last 10 years has been particularly productive, 
with works of art enhancing our streets and community 
projects engaging the public.

Thanks to our charitable status and the unfailing support 
of Civic Society members, we continue with our projects to 
enhance Retford town.

There may be some omissions, for which we apologise, but 
overall the booklet portrays the outstanding contribution 
RCS has made to Retford life.

Derek Turner, 
Chairman, July 2020.

2020 marks 30 years of Retford Civic Society 
since its founding by Gerry Archer in 1990, 
and the principles he laid down are still 
followed today.

TogetherWe’re Celebrating

In 1990 Gerry Archer invited fellow 
townspeople to join him in the formation 
of Retford Civic Society, to promote 
the well-being of the town and its 
community. His passion and vision for the 
improvement of life in Retford attracted a 
loyal committee and many new initiatives 
were launched, as follows:
• Charter Day was his idea and in 1993 he 

worked with Richard Sutton, who became the 
organizer, to get it off the ground.

• When the future of the Majestic Theatre was in 
doubt, RCS took the lead in bringing the town’s 
attention to the fact that the theatre was on the 
verge of being lost forever, and organised a 
rescue  package.

• Building Awards were started, to recognize the 
best new buildings and restoration projects.

• A representative joined the Friends of Kings’ 
Park.

• ‘Retford Pride’ developed from the ‘Annual 
Front Garden Competition’ and today 
continues in the form of Retford in Bloom.

• A Christmas Lights Scheme for the Market 
Square was initiated by Retford Pride in 1997.

So, once again, we acknowledge the contribution 
made by Gerry Archer and his Committee in the 
1990s, in laying the foundations and providing 
the roadmap for a successful start to the New 
Millennium.

THE BEGINNING Top: Majestic 
Theatre

Middle: Kings’ Park

Bottom: Retford in 
Bloom
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NEW MILLENNIUM PROJECTS
Retford Farmers’ Market
Realizing the potential to promote local produce and 
providers, the Society worked with Judith Goacher and the 
BDC market manager, to develop and promote a Farmers’ 
Market on the third Saturday of the month. This market 
celebrated its 20th Anniversary in 2020.

Retford in Bloom
Originally called Retford Pride, the Society, thanks to 
Maggie Battersby and those who followed, has developed 
this annual scheme to include different categories: best 
pub display, front garden, community project and school 
potato growing competition, as well as helping to  provide 
a well maintained floral welcome to the town. A popular 
prize-giving ceremony is held during September in the 
Town Hall.

Restoration of St Swithun’s Railings 
and Wall
The original railings had been removed during the second 
World War, and it was thought that reinstating them 
would enhance this historic area. As well as receiving a 
variety of grants for the work, a public appeal took place 
to ‘sponsor-a-railing’; a framed calligraphic record of those 
who contributed to the scheme is displayed in the Church. 
Don Barker of York undertook the restoration.

Marie Curie Garden of Hope
Volunteers from the Civic Society helped Retford Lions 
plant over 10,000 daffodils along the banks of the River Idle 
in Kings’ Park.

2003-2004
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2005-2007

Restoration of Cannon and 
Interpretation Panel
The Sebastopol Cannon, 
a landmark in our town, 
badly needed a facelift and a 
replacement carriage. When 
restored, the previously hidden 
Russian insignia was revealed. 
The works were undertaken by 
blacksmith Andrew Renwick and 
his team. A free-standing panel 
was also installed, with the story 
of how the cannon came to the 
town.

Re-enactment of the Cannon 
coming to Retford
Through the Library’s Local Studies department, a 
detailed report was found of the celebrations that took 
place when the cannon was brought to Retford.

In 2006 the re-enactment of this event involved numerous 
groups and organisations from the community, including 
members of the armed forces. The restored cannon was 
unveiled by the Lord Lieutenant, at the time Sir Andrew 
Buchanan.

Heritage Guide 
This first Heritage Guide was produced to create a better understanding of the 
town’s history and heritage. This has been the catalyst for many of the projects that 
have followed. Developing the trail highlighted the need to improve and restore a 
large number of areas along the route.

Discovering Retford DVD 
To reach a wider audience it was thought that a DVD highlighting Retford’s heritage 
trail would work well. Simon Groom, a former presenter from Blue Peter, undertook 
the narration, while leading roles were played by our Chairman Derek Turner and his 
wife Joan! The DVD has been sent out across the world as part of promoting Retford.

Retford Oaks Bench
To mark the opening of the new Retford Oaks School we 
presented them with a bench for their outdoor area.
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Buttermarket Interpretation 
Panel, Hanging Basket Brackets 
and Lamps
The Buttermarket and Town Hall Yard still retain a lot of 
the old character of the town, but few were aware of the 

role of a Buttermarket, and we wanted to better inform 
the public and generally improve the area, so various 
works were undertaken as funding became available.

Pawnbroker’s Sign
The remains of this sign, hung outside the old Barkers’ Fruit 
and Veg shop on Carolgate, was restored and gilded to once 
again become a heritage and social point of interest from times 
past.

Chesterfield Canal Project
Information panels, seats, litter bins, planters and 
plaques were all installed in this scheme. This was 
the start of helping to upgrade this recreational area, 
to become the attractive and much-appreciated leisure 
and greenspace it is now, while informing the public of 
its history and heritage.
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Welcome to Retford Signs
‘Welcome to the Market Town of Retford’ signs were 
installed on both the London and North roads.

Restoration of Town Hall Gates and 
Listed Lampposts
The Town Hall is one of Retford’s most prestigious 
buildings, but that was not reflected in the poor state 
of the two pairs of cast iron entrance gates, or the four 
lampposts to the front of the main entrance, thought to 
have been produced by Bradshaws’ foundry, a previous 
local company.

Grants and permissions were obtained and the restoration 
work undertaken, which included researching and 
producing new lanterns to match the originals for the 
lampposts.

2008

Restoration in Partnership of the 
War Memorial
The Civic Society joined the War Memorial Committee, to 
help seek funds and oversee the restoration of this revered 
and important town centre memorial to the fallen.

An interpretation panel, displaying the King’s Penny, 
given to the widows of those who fell during the First 
World War, completed the project.

Refurbishment of Street Furniture in Carolgate 
Keeping our High Street looking attractive and well maintained is a priority, to help attract visitors and boost the local 
economy. We continued working in 2020, in partnership again with the local authorities, to assist in upgrading the street 
furniture and signage along Carolgate.
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Bat and Bird Boxes 
Thanks to a grant from Veolia we were able to buy bat, bird 
and owl boxes for Kings’ Park.

Heritage Day
Having developed a Heritage Trail, a natural progression 
was to hold a  Retford Heritage Day as part of National 
Heritage Week, when 12 historic and heritage buildings  
open once a year for the public to explore and enjoy for free. 
This we have continued to do every year, with different 
themes and added attractions such as a stagecoach and 
four. It has now become a major annual event within the 
town.

2009

Maintenance and Support for 
St Swithun’s Church
As the church struggles to find a role for the 21st Century, 
the Society, recognizing the importance of this town centre 
building, continues to support all the events and activities 
that take place there, and volunteers have assisted with the 
ongoing maintenance, welcoming and fund-raising over 
many years.

Cast Iron Fallpipes for St 
Swithun’s Church
As part of our ongoing support for this town centre 
church, we were able to secure funding to renew some of 
the rainwater goods, needed to protect the fabric of the 
building.

Kings’ Park Gates, Railings and 
Lanterns
The main entrance pillars to our much-valued town centre 
park, subsiding due to being originally built on an old 
midden (rubbish tip), were badly in need of restoration 
and in 2009 this was undertaken.

Lanterns for the pillars had never been installed, due to 
lack of funds at the time. In 2014 Retford Civic Society was 
able to trace the original designs for them, and have them 
made and gilded. The gates and railings were then fully 
restored.
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Park Notice-board and Signage
We brought in funding to install notice-boards and signage 
to help provide information on all park activities.

Retford Railway Station Project
This included providing Photographic Heritage Murals, a 
Welcome Twinning Sign, a Notice-board and Leaflet Stand. 

Working in partnership with the Retford Photographic 
Society, images were found to produce wall-mounted 
murals, to brighten and add interest in the station waiting 
rooms. We now regularly supply local information leaflets 
to the stand.

Victoria Road Railings 
To improve the approach to Retford Railway Station, new 
iron railings were installed, in partnership with Notts 
County Council, along Victoria Road.

Helping with the Grant 
Application for Roof spanning 6,  
8, and 10 Churchgate. 
One of the town’s oldest properties is situated along Churchgate 
and the roof was in a poor state of repair. By liaising with BDC 
conservation officers and the owner, we assisted in bringing in 
a heritage grant to repair and restore the roof.

Restoration of Grove Street 
Ironwork
Some of the most decorative examples of our town’s 
ironwork are situated on Grove Street, and they were in a 
poor state of repair. Through achieving funding we were 
able to undertake restoration of balconies and boot scrapers, 
and while scaffolding was in place, persuade businesses 
to undertake repairs and painting to their properties to 
further enhance the area.

Barrier Floral Planters along the 
Ring Road.
Thanks to the support from a number of local organisations 
we were able to provide planters which BDC kindly agreed 
to plant and maintain; they now provide a real floral 
welcome along the approach to the town.
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Retford Market Square
Working in Partnership with BDC on 
Refurbishment and Landscaping of the Market 
Square RCS helped to bring in funding, and with 
the Market Square Committee, helped to oversee 
the proposed design and development of  this 
highly valued town centre public space, which has 
proved most beneficial to the ‘heart’ of Retford. 
Markets are held three days a week, public and 
community events are planned throughout the 
year, or the public can simply visit the tea rooms 
and restaurants in the area, while admiring the 
buildings that surround the Square. 

2010

Restoration of Laundry Mosaic
By restoring the mosaic we were able to give the 
owners of the building the opportunity to undertake 
necessary repairs and painting to their property, while 
the scaffolding was in place. This improved the original 
Clarks’ Laundry building and also added value to the 
street scene.

Banner Rig for Carolgate
Public events are organised in Retford to attract interest 
and visitors to the town. To help promote these events 
within the town a banner rig was made and installed 
across Carolgate, by RCS members Roger Jones and 
Gavin Johnston.

Goodwin Hall Community 
Garden
We were keen to work with the Park’s 
Department and the community to improve the 
area behind Goodwin Hall in Kings’ Park. Local 
garden designer Sarah Murch was employed to 
develop a design for a community garden, which 
could be accessed and used by the Hall, as well 
as by visitors to the park. Once funding had been 
successfully achieved, work commenced, and it 
now provides a quiet retreat within the park for 
garden volunteers and the public to enjoy.

2010-2011
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Dyers Court Mural
On the original site of Clarks’ Laundry, this blank 
wall seemed an ideal place to develop artwork 
from the Welchman photographic images housed 
at Bassetlaw Museum. Mary Fenwick and Frank 
Canning developed the design supported by a 
number of volunteers. An interpretation panel 
relays the history of the site. 

Restoration in Partnership of 
Dyers Court
The mural site and surrounding area were badly 
neglected, and through discussions with landlords and 
tenants we worked in partnership to improve and repair 
the surrounding buildings and pedestrian area. 

Restoration of Ironwork and 
Frontage of the Denman Library
The frontage of the prominent heritage and public 
building, the Denman Library, was looking sadly 
neglected. RCS brought in monies to restore the cast 
ironwork balcony, while the County Council undertook 
the repair and painting of windows and woodwork. In 
2020 they undertook further repair to the roof and exterior 
as well as refurbishment of the interior.

Match Funding for English 
Heritage Grant 

Thanks to the tireless work of individuals from St 
Swithun’s Church in applying for grants to restore and 
maintain the church, the Society were more than happy 
to offer financial support to help secure a further heritage 
grant.
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Seat and Rosebed for St Swithun’s 
Thanks to a private donation, rose bushes were planted 
outside the entrance to the church. It was then felt that a 
bench situated nearby would provide a peaceful resting 
place. 

Improvements to Landscaping 
Churchgate Car Park 
We encouraged Bassetlaw District Council to undertake 
refreshing the planting here, and RCS volunteers came 
onsite to assist.

Christmas Trees, Brackets and 
Lights.
Working with Retford Business Forum and other local 
organisations, we were able to install multi-purpose 
brackets for Christmas trees and hanging baskets, to help 
brighten up the town centre.

Young Persons’ Heritage Guide
A more light-hearted and less detailed approach was 
needed for this guide. Joan Turner coordinated the 
text and layout, while Frank Canning, a well-known 
and respected local artist and cartoonist, provided the 
illustrations in his usual ‘cheeky’ style. The booklet 
was launched at the Denman Library and made freely 
available there, at the Museum, the Hub Community 
Information Centre and in local schools.

Litter Picking and Maintenance 
throughout the year
We are fortunate to have so many members who are 
prepared to help look after our town, by regularly clearing 
litter, and undertaking ongoing maintenance such as 
painting, refurbishing of street furniture and clearing 
blocked drains. A sincere thank you goes to all those 
involved.

2012



12

Sweetshop Mural and Works
A redundant blocked up window along Dyers Court proved 
the ideal spot to provide a trompe l’oeil of a sweet shop, 
‘Sweet Expectations’. Local artist Ann Everitt undertook 
the commission and if you look closely you will be able to 
find some familiar Retford names.

Civic Society Notice-board 
We needed an information point within the town for our 
own activities, but that could also be used to publicise 
town community events. This was refurbished in 2019 as 
part of a new signage scheme within the town.

2013

Building and Conservation Event 
A traditional building and craft event took place 
throughout the town, featuring 24 exhibitors providing a 
unique opportunity for all ages to meet and talk to skilled 
craftspeople, involved in restoration and conservation. The 
public were invited to ‘have a go’ at a wide variety of skills 
from stone-carving to lace making.

Town Centre Maps in all Car Parks      
We felt it important that visitors to the town were able to 
have clear directions from the car parks to the facilities and 
key areas within the town. We were able to secure funding 
to install town centre maps within all the car parks.  
Tear-off maps for visitors were also provided to the Library, 
Museum and other locations, including The Hub, around 
the town.

Feather Advertising Flags for the 
Museum 
A hidden gem, Bassetlaw Museum needed to make the 
public aware of what lies behind its closed doors. Our  
providing advertising flags that are placed outside the 
building,  has helped raise the Museum’s profile.
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Hanging Basket, Flag and 
Christmas Tree Scheme
Working with Retford Business Forum, we secured 
sponsorship to roll out a subsidised hanging basket, flag 
and Christmas tree scheme within the town, to brighten up 
our town centre. This scheme, thanks to ongoing support 
from the Business Improvement District and Strawsons’ 
Property Ltd, continues to grow.

Defibrillators
Thanks to monies from the British Heart Foundation, we 
were able to install 2 defibrillators, one outside Chapelgate 
Public Toilets and one alongside the Council’s One Stop 
shop in the Market Square.

Retford Songbook
To further add value to Retford’s heritage the Society 
commissioned Janet Wood to produce a ‘Roam around 
Retford’ songbook. The Retford Community Choir that 
Janet coaches has performed a number of her songs on the 
town’s Heritage Open Days. 

Trees for Carolgate and Spa Lane
Following the removal of damaged and dead trees along 
Carolgate and Spa Lane, we were able to bring in funding 
for replacement trees.

Maintenance of Arlington Way 
The Society were concerned about the lack of landscape 
maintenance by NCC along the ring road, due, we 
understood, to a reduced budget. We contacted Community 
Service, and their Payback teams undertook to weed and 
clear litter, along with shrub-pruning, which greatly helped 
improve the area.

2014
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New Market Stall Canopies, 
Lighting and Banners
Markets held three days a week, as well as attracting 
additional footfall to the town, help provide a central 
social hub that local businesses can only benefit from. 
New stall canopies and lighting, provided through grants, 
helped enhance and lift the market’s profile.

Coaching Bell for the Herbalist 
(formerly the White Hart) 
The transformation of what was the White Hart, an 
old coaching inn, from a run-down neglected area to 
what it has become today,  sensitively  restored with 
vibrant restaurants and bar, has been one of the biggest 
improvements we’ve seen undertaken in the town centre by the private sector. In recognition of this, RCS members Butch 
Barnsdale and Roger Jones studied old photographs of the White Hart; they bought a bell from the Friday fleamarket and 
Butch constructed the operating mechanism. RCS then presented this replica of the old coaching brackets and bell, which 
the owners then installed. 

2015

Primary Schools Guided Tours
From 2015, each year, all 6 Retford Primary Schools were 
invited to spend half a day visiting Retford Town Hall 
and the Town Heritage Trail. Many children benefited 
from an insight into the history of our local buildings. 
RCS volunteers helped with the tours, as well as local 
councillors and mayors.

Having made a link with Carr Hill School we then worked 
with them to present an art afternoon with Y3 children 
drawing and painting the Georgian buildings of the Market 
Square. Another initiative was involvement in their WW11 
in Retford Project. 

Retford Heritage Day and Charter 
Day Family Activities
Every year RCS has stalls with activities to engage families 
in our town’s heritage. Here we see a book voucher being 
presented to the winner of a Retford Heritage Trail Quiz in 
2016.
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Maintenance of Street Furniture
Always ongoing, replacement of bench slats, painting and 
general repairs are regularly undertaken throughout the 
town by members.

Provision of Security Equipment to 
The Hub 
With the closure of our Tourist Information Centre 
near the Museum, we welcomed the opening of The 
Hub, a community initiative run entirely by volunteers, 
selling local products, running courses and providing  
much-valued tourist information for visitors to the town. 
In support of the venture a grant from RCS was given to 
install security equipment.

Access Lighting to the Scouts’ Hut
The lane to the Scout Hut was uneven and unlit, and the 
Society, through the Community Safety Fund was able 
provide lighting to the area.

Tree-Planting
Following the Civic Society’s 25th Anniversary celebrations, a Davidia tree was planted in Kings’ Park, by Betty Archer in 
memory of her husband Gerry Archer, who first initiated Retford Civic Society.
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Christmas and 
Mayflower 400 
Festivals
While working alongside the 
Retford Business Forum we 
have been able to help fund their 
ongoing successful Christmas and 
Pilgrim Festival celebrations. The 
Mayflower Pilgrim Festival marks 
the 400th Anniversary of its sailing 
in 2020.

Street Pastors 
Organised by the local churches, the Street Pastors 
patrolled the Town Centre to ensure that young people 
and the public were safe during their night out. We were 
happy to support this initiative through our Community 
Safety Fund.

Friends of Kings’ Park
The Friends are a group of volunteer gardeners associated 
with the Society and Retford in Bloom. They meet regularly 
to help the council’s gardening team, by undertaking 
planting, weeding, dead-heading and general clearance, to 
keep Kings’ Park looking its best. All are welcome to join 
the group, which enjoys a chat over coffee and cake when 
they’ve finished. 

CCTV in Kings’ Park 
Thanks to funding from the Community Safety Fund, we 
were able to help fund a CCTV camera in both Kings’ Park 
Skate Park and to monitor Goodwin Hall and gardens.

2016
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Kings’ Park Performance Area
The park needed an all-weather canopied 
performance stage that could be used by and 
for the whole community for a variety of events 
including concerts, drama and workshops. By 
working again in partnership with BDC officers, 
funding was secured to complete the project, 
which is now a real asset to the town.

Stephen Pegler Autochromes 
The Pegler autochromes from 1907 to 1910 are 
a photographic collection of historic local and 
national importance. They were cutting-edge 
technology at the time, using two glass slides to 
create 3D colour images. When some came up 
for sale an appeal was made, and the Society was 
able to donate monies towards their purchase by 
Bassetlaw Museum.

Spring Bulb Planting at St 
Swithun’s Church
We all look forward to the first Spring flowers 
appearing, so with this in mind, to lead on from the 
snowdrops we previously planted, we purchased 
6,000 mixed crocus bulbs. Thanks to volunteers 
from Muddy Fork, BDC and the Society, we were 
able to plant them throughout the churchyard.

Launch of New Heritage 
Guide 
It was felt that the old guide needed to be updated 
and presented in a more user-friendly manner. 
Beautifully illustrated by local artist, Andy Massey, 
it includes an easy-to-read map and suggested 
trails, while providing information on significant 
buildings en route.

2017
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London to York Sign
As part of ongoing improvements to Retford’s Heritage 
Trail, the RCS have had restored, by local sign writer 
Jason Chapman, the old London to York and Garage and 
Stabling signs at the Herbalist on Bridgegate.

Retford Railway Station  
The Society work alongside the Community Rail 
Partnership and Retford Business Forum, and as consulted 
stakeholders, it was great news that BDC had secured a 
community grant from operatives Virgin and NCC, now 
taken on by LNER, to carry out a variety of works relating 
to the station. The Ordsall subway has been greatly 
improved, heritage panels installed on Platform 1 and 
better directional signage from the station into the town. 
Other more decorative works are due to follow shortly.

As members of the Community Rail Partnership, we 
successfully applied for Government funding to install a 
much needed lift onto Platform 3. 

2018
The Spa Lane Sheep Mural
Working with Thomas Cook, who undertook very 
necessary repairs to their building, we used images from 
the Museum, of the Sheep Fairs that took place on Spa 
Common, to enable local artist Andy Massey to develop a 

mural design. He was then ably assisted by other artists to 
paint it onto the exterior wall of what is now Hayes Travel. 
An interpretation panel was added to provide the history of 
the Sheep Fairs in Retford.

Heritage Trail Guided Walks 

Derek Turner, our current Chairman, seen here guiding a school 
group in the Square, has tutored a number of members who also 
lead visitors and locals on the Retford Heritage Trail.



19

Retford Signage 
Scheme
Partnering with Retford Business 
Forum and BDC we were able 
to bring in funding to improve 
the signage and information 
throughout the town. Works have 
included refurbished and renewed 
canal heritage panels, information 
boards,  directional finger posts, 
Chesterfield Canal art signage and 
the spectacular ‘Chesterfield Canal 
Heritage Mural’ designed by local 
artist Jenny King, who worked 
with a number of other artists 
and schoolchildren from Ordsall 
Primary School.

St Swithun’s Church Christmas Tree 
Festival 
This Christmas Tree Festival, instigated by Cannon Tony Walker 
and supported by RCS, is now in its 15th year and continues to 
go from strength to strength. 101 trees from businesses and local 
organisations, including one from the Society, were displayed in 
the church in 2019. Thanks are due to our small team of helpers 
who decorate our tree every year. Our thanks also go to Chris and 
Anna Holliland, who over the years have donated the huge trees 
that stand outside St Swithun’s, and to our Society stalwarts who 
undertake their felling and erection.

Grove Street Methodist Church 
Christmas Star Festival
RCS has been happy to participate and donate to 
this worthwhile community event each year since 
2017. Supporting this heritage building will help 
ensure that it will be there for future generations.

Pilgrim Embroideries 
RCS member, Jenny King, designed and worked, with 4 other 
ladies, 5 sewn artworks depicting the churches in our area which 
feature in the Mayflower Pilgrims’ story. 2020 marks the 400th 
Anniversary of this event and RCS were pleased to donate to 
support the venture. The Embroideries will eventually hang in the 
relevant churches as a memorial.
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Retford in Bloom Sculpture
Thanks to a bequest from the late Laurie Hudson, a former 
RCS committee member, and other grant funding, we were 
able to commission local sculptor Kenny Roach to produce 
a sculpture reflecting Retford in Bloom. Kenny worked 
with students from Retford’s Inspire Learning Centre, and 
the sculpture has been proudly installed outside HSBC on 
Carolgate, where it creates much interest and approval.

Ring Road Planting
Due to Council budget restrictions, general maintenance 
and planting along our ring road was falling far short 
of what the town deserved. Thanks to a Government 
Town Regeneration Grant, we have been able to oversee 
the clearing of these neglected areas and re-plant. The 
Business Improvement District has agreed to cover the 
cost of the ongoing maintenance by Acer Landscapes, 
which will now help provide a well-maintained floral 
welcome to the town. 

Visits
For more than 15 years RCS has been organising visits to places of interest as diverse as Saltaire Village, Stamford, 
Buckingham Palace and Birmingham. Altogether more than 40 visits have taken place each one adding to Civic Society 
funds. There have regularly been three visits a year, with an occasional extra one, or an overnight visit, such as those 
to London, Liverpool and Durham. A special mention should be made of the legendary Derek Turner, whose raffles 
entertained members on the journeys and raised money which was match-funded by other organisations to fulfill RCS 
projects.

2019
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Restoration of Victorian Signs 
Part of the character of our streets is due to the old cast iron 
street signs throughout the town centre and outlying areas. 
Thanks to a Community Grant, sign writer Jason Chapman 
has undertaken their restoration.

Building Awards
These are awarded whenever it is felt that a building has 
enhanced the town street scene and improved Retford. 
Awards in recent years have been to The White Hart Hotel 
(now The Herbalist) and the Bus Station.

Representatives are awarded a certificate at an appropriate 
Open Meeting in appreciation of their contribution.

Quiz Nights
Quiz nights have been a popular social activity for members 
each year since  2007. Tina and Roger Jones expertly devise 
questions on a range of themes and present them in a light-
hearted way, keeping everyone in order at the same time. 
Not an easy task! The pie and pea supper at The Clumber 
Inn, Ordsall, is always a treat. 

Open Meetings     
The three open meetings a year, the summer one being 
the AGM, are very well attended, with between 70 and 
90 members turning up to the Grove Street Methodist 
Hall. Talks have ranged from The Mayflower 400 Project 
to current policing practice in Retford and the old Retford 
Workhouse. The coffee and chat in the interval are always 
a highlight of the evening.

Blue Plaques
In 2008 the first Retford Civic Society Blue Plaque was unveiled. This 
was to the Rev. John Wesley, who preached a sermon in an orchard near 
Bridgegate – which is where it can be seen. For the second Blue Plaque 
the Society worked in partnership with Retford RAFA and Bassetlaw 
District Council to provide a plaque in Chapelgate to Ft Lt J A Cairns 
who lived in a house there just before WWII, during which he flew 
frequently to France on secret missions; he made a huge contribution to 
the war effort, and is buried in Retford Cemetery.

In 2020 RCS are proposing a third Blue Plaque for 
local philanthropist, Thomas Hercy Denman, who 
worked tirelessly for the community and donated 
his house to become a public library in the town.  
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Thank you

As we celebrate our achievements, we thank all our members who support us in our work.
Particular thanks go to Derek Turner, Chairman, and Pam Barnsdale, Past Chairman and longest-serving Committee 
member (25 years), for their continued commitment to improve life in Retford.

For the production of this edition, thanks go to Pam Barnsdale, Joan Turner and also to Brian Shawcross, our official 
photographer, whose archives and support have been invaluable.

Burgess Design and Print have once again helped us produce a booklet to be proud of.

In addition, none of the above projects could have been completed without the partnership and generous support of a 
great many past and present  organisations and funding bodies. 

Our thanks must go to the following, and our sincere apologies if, after 30 years, we have failed to include any of those 
involved!

English Heritage
Heritage Lottery Fund
European Development Fund
Government Regeneration Fund 
Local Area Forum
Building Better Communities
Local Improvement Scheme
Veolia
LNER
Nottinghamshire County Council

Bassetlaw District Council 
Nottinghamshire and Retford 
Councillors’ Community Fund
Bassetlaw Museum
Rotary Club of Retford
Percy Laws Trust 
Retford Lions 
Retford Photographic Society
Chesterfield Canal Trust 
Goodwin Hall Committee 
Inspire Learning 

Acer Landscapes 
British Legion 
Friends of Kings’ Park  
Retford Business Forum 
Ironmongers’ Hall 
TLS 
Icon Polymer Aerospace 
North Notts Business Improvement 
District
Strawson Property Ltd 

Perhaps most importantly of all, our sincere thanks  go to our members and the numerous volunteers whose goodwill 
and enthusiasm have enabled us to achieve so much within the town we care about.............. Retford.

Left to Right: Andy Massey, Simon Holdaway, Tina Jones, Derek Turner, Bruce Barnett, 
Pam Barnsdale, Joan Turner, Pat Barnett, Barrie King, Bob Lamb
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30th Anniversary Booklet
This 30th Anniversary Booklet is dedicated to Pam Barnsdale, 

who is standing down after 25 years working on the committee, 
with some of that time as Chairman. Without Pam, most of the 

major projects in this booklet would not have happened.

Always the first to spot an opportunity for funding, Pam 
has toiled tirelessly to bring together the Councils and other 

organisations to the benefit of Retford.

The range, quality and number of partnership projects 
undertaken over the years are a testament to her dedication, 

persuasive skills and determination.

Thank you, Pam.
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Through the Years
RETFORD IN BLOOM


